MIAMI-DADE COUNTY BLACK AFFAIRS ADVISORY BOARD REPORT TO
THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ON THE

BLACK AFFAIRS
ADVISORY BOARD

The Black A airs Advisory Board held the fourth State of Black Miami Forum on Thursday, November 7,

2019 in the Board of County Commission Chambers located in the Stephen P. Clark Government Center.

Miami-Dade County is one of the country’s most culturally and ethnically diverse counties and the third

most populous state in the nation. Its Black population is comprised of some 20% of this dynamic
metropolis, and speak English, Kreyol, Spanish and other languages.

BACKGROUND

On April 7, 2016, Commissioner Jean Monestime, who was Commission Chair at the time, convened the rst
“One Heritage: State of Black Miami” forum on the campus of Florida Memorial University, Miami-Dade
County’s only Historically Black University. Held over the course of an entire day, the inaugural forum had
panels on economic empowerment, housing and solutions for addressing community violence. In April,
2017, Commissioner Monestime convened the second forum, again at Florida Memorial University. There
were two panels: “Youth: The Next Generation” and community development. In 2018, the Black A airs
Advisory Board asked Commissioner Monestime’s o ce if it could continue the yearly discussion under the
banner of its Village Dialogues, and as a result convened the “Wakanda E ect-the State of Black Miami
2018” which tackled Education, Health and Welfare, Social Justice, Economics and Housing and Culture and
Heritage, reporting on the ndings to the County Commission in February 2019. The 2019 State of Black
Miami sought to focus on matters that can be directly in uenced by the County Commission, convening
three panels: Health, Social Justice and Housing & Economics. The purpose is to hear from experts and
community stakeholders as to solutions to some of the concerns and challenges to the county’s black

citizens and present those solutions to the County Commission.

https:www.bizjournals.com/south orida/news/2016/04/07/state-of-black-miami-forum-delivers-solutions.htmi

http:/vww.stateofblackmiami.org/;https:Awww.miamitimesonline.com/news/
state-of-black-miami-address/article_4f925e20-1a15-11e7-9592-ebb69f0c696b.html

https:Awvww.miamitimesonline.com/news/state-of-black-miami-symposium-returns/
article_c6062f8c-cc16-11e8-b880-b387ac981led2.html




